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Alain Barthélémy‘s work is composed of texts, objects, and media 
which take part of a program one could qualify as anthropo-
fictional. His production most often brings to the surface missing 
narratives, origins and context of the objects being left to the 
unknown. His material is, in that sense, as much the multiplicity 
of the untold stories as the physical existence of his installations. 
Untold, but yet rooted in a speculative anthropology, which 
would go beyond its original subject of the anthropos, to include 
an extended network of beings, from the machine to the animal 
through the invisible and the unspeakable.
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Anamnèse sous prométhazine
lead casting, steel, electronics







Les dormeurs
steel, frosted PVC, internal clock, thermal camera, 
electronics





107-1

Empty shell for smokey dreams : Fat Finger
previous page 

70cm oxidized copper tube (antenna), 
steel, FM transmitter

enameled earthenware pipe





Les dormeurs  are drowsily machines. Made of a thermal camera, an 
internal clock and a LCD screen, they seem to wait in a stasis for a 
warm body to come and wake them up. Their inner clock would then 
start to count an awake time which might also be the time of a life : 
an undetermined duration after which Les dormeurs would cease to 
function. We are here in the presence of statues with obsolescent 
bodies, formed by the steel structure and the diaphanous opacity of the 
frosted PVC, which by only letting through the light of the screens and 
displays, creates an inner and outer. These benevolent divinities, which 
remind us that the sleep of the machines is an insomnia, stand in front 
of us as guardians watching (en vigie), as protectress of the dreams of 
their protégés. 

« Deeper than the imaginary, it is a vigilance, an insomnia of the machines 
themselves»[*]

[*]L’Ontologie Pure d’Alien, Jean-Clet Martin, p31 
in Métaphysique d’Alien, Editions Léo Scheer,2014







Volvo Talisman

Ether
previous page

quartz, heatsink, steel

3D animation, 42 seconds, endless loop
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Divinarium

December 2018









La Nuit
led, paraffin, steel frame, electronics

La Nuit is a sculpture composed by a paraffin plate which combustion 
generates the necessary energy to light up a led. A link is created 
between the incandescent light from the combustion of a hydrocarbon 
and the electronic light of a semiconductor. The promethean gesture 
of light domestication is presented here with a distanciation from the 
feeling of power and autonomy it usually embodies. The fragility of a 
candle light used as the power source of a led sunked in the paraffin, 
gets us closer to the feeling of the temporary, of the possibility of an 
extinction. Once all the paraffin is consumed, the sculpture is left extinct, 
becoming an inert object or machine, witness of its own vanished glow. 













Insider
text (extract)  

Insider is a text in the form of a theatre play, freely inspired from 
promotional media of tech companies.  The actual elements of the 
source media have been altered, turning persons into characters, 
existing places or companies into fictional ones, therefore 
enhancing the strangeness and invasivity of  innovation rethorics.



Algorithme d’un dormeur
text (source code of Les dormeurs, extract)





Anamnèse sous prométhazine
lead casting, steel, electronics
50x38x5

Les dormeurs
steel, frosted PVC, internal clock, 
thermal camera, electronics
35x48x15, 40x15x15, 45x37x15

Empty shell for smokey dreams : Fat Finger
Empty shell for smokey dreams : Main Gauche
Empty shell for smokey dreams : L’Autre Main Gauche
enameled earthenware pipe
12x5x5

107-1
70cm oxidized copper tube (antenna), 
steel, FM transmitter
120x26x5

Ether
3D animation,
 42 seconds, endless loop

Volvo Talisman
quartz, heatsink, steel
35x5x5

La Nuit
led, paraffin, steel frame, electronics
120x70x13

Strange Log
text

Insider
text

Algorithme d’un dormeur
text (source code of Les dormeurs)

Divinarium
research booklet, with Valentin Defaux and Service Local for the 
graphic design.

Alain Barthélémy — 2019
message@alainbarthelemy.com

+33 682 984 802

Show posters featured in this portfolio have been created by 
Service Local (Clémentine Léon et Gauthier Scerra)
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Solo / Duo Shows
 
 2019 Strange Log, Limbo Jet, Les Limbes, 
  Saint Étienne, FR
 2018 Divinarium with Valentin Defaux, Réfectoire des  
  Nonnes, Lyon, FR

Selected Group Shows
 
 2019 Lichen, humus et tissus migrateurs,
  résonance program,
  15th contemporary art biennale of Lyon, FR
  Valis, Ars Electronica, Linz, AU 
  French Hair, frenchair.shop, Arebyte On Screen,  
  Arebyte Gallery, London, UK
  Swing, Atelier SUMO, Lyon, FR
  9m2 with Chloé Serre, a proposal of    
  Louise Porte and Clémence Rivalier, Lyon, FR
  Les îles intérieures, Mirage Festival, Lyon, FR
 2018 Internet Yami Ichi, HEK, Basel, CH
 2017 LN4,  Atelier SUMO, Lyon, FR
  The cuckoo clock, Atelier SUMO, Lyon, FR
 2016 L2 - A507, Ateliers de la ville, Marseille, FR
  Entourer le printemps, Atelier SUMO, Lyon, FR
 2014 Palais des monteurs, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, FR
 2013 Whitescreen #1, jeunecreation, online show
  Copie Copain Club, online show
  Sub-situ 2, Quai du commerce, Lyon, FR
 2012 Time Extended, Fach & Asendorf, online show
  Ceci n’est pas la fiac, onine show
  Wawaworkshop exhibition, JFV Gallery, Paris, FR
 2011 1MB ZIP, Fach & Asendorf, online show
  Ceci n’est pas la fiac, online show
  Friends, Fach & Asendorf, online show

Alain Barthélémy  
54 rue du Dauphiné, 69003 Lyon, FR

current résident of l’Atelier SUMO, Lyon, FR
message@alainbarthelemy.com

+33 682 984 802

Curatorial Projects

 2019 Lichen, humus et tissus migrateurs,
  résonance program,
  15th contemporary art biennale of Lyon, FR
  French Hair, frenchair.shop, Arebyte On Screen,  
  Arebyte Gallery, London, UK
 2018 Un peu avant la traversée, Fonderie du Péroux,  
  Biziat, FR
  Point Oméga, Atelier SUMO, Lyon, FR
 2017 SUMO.EXE, Instagram residency

Editions

 2018 Divinarium with Valentin Defaux and Service Local
  The Black Record, vinyl record, double copy
 2012 Digitized by Google with Julien Levesque

Training / Research 

 2017 - 2020 Fellow Researcher, Unité de Recherche  
   numérique Art et Design Ensba Lyon /  
   ESAD Saint-Étienne, FR

 2009 - 2011 EN/ER research program, EnsadLab,
   Paris, FR
 2008  Engineer degree at INSA, Lyon, FR

http://frenchair.shop/
http://aos.arebyte.com/
http://frenchair.shop/
http://aos.arebyte.com/

